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LIFE PILES UP

pizz. c. 1.5”

‘Life Piles Up’ takes its title from the diary entry of Virginia Woolf opposite. It is an attempt to take the shape of a short text and its textures (’rising mound[s]’, ‘re�ections’, etc.) and translate it into a musical text.

Performance Notes

Boxed Notation: All boxed notation is ‘senza tempo’. The material in the box should be performed freely, repeating the material roughly at indicated intervals for the duration of the thick black line until the arrow cue.
The above example ends at the staccato accent in the part below. If the cue appears in a non-adjacent part (not directly above or below in the score), the part name will be written in brackets for clari�cation.

repeat ad lib. (c. 9”)

Exaggerated Vibrato: The above symbol does not indicate a variation in pitch equal to its peaks and troughs on the stave, but simply means a wide, exaggerated vibrato for the duration of the note it follows.

All accidentals last for the duration of the measure in which they appear. All straight glissandi should be performed as evenly as possible within the given duration.

c. 4.5”

Time/Pitch-Space Glissandi: The lighter stave represents a time-spaced section (the example above should last roughly 4.5 seconds from the start of D-sharp to the start of the high E) in which the pitch should slide roughly
up or down according to the shape of the pattern (usually ‘rising mounds’) given. Some glissandi are more angular, but most should be performed as smoothly as possible.
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c. 4.5”

repeat ad lib. (c. 9”)

c. 3”

pizz.

= 40





c. 4.5”

c. 4.5”
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arco

repeat ad lib. (c. 13”)

repeat ad lib. (c. 12”)

c. 3.5”

c. 3”

repeat ad lib. (c. 7”)

repeat ad lib. (c. 13”)

c. 1.5”

c. 9”

c. 3.5”

c. 2”

(vln. I)

(vln. I)

ricochet (bounce bow freely)

col legno batt., jeté (controlled two-note bounce)

pizz. (glissando)

c. 9”

c. 9”

c. 7”

c. 7”
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ord.

ord. sul pont.

sul pont.

c. 9”



17

(sul pont.)

(sul pont.)

ord.

(vln. I)

ricochet (bounce bow freely), c. 3”



repeat ad lib. (c. 8”), dim. al niente

repeat ad lib. (c. 7”)

c. 3”

c. 3.5”

c. 7.5”








