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INSTRUMENTATION

Voices

Agatha (Soprano)
Mary (Mezzo-soprano)
‘C’ (Alto)

‘D’ (Baritone)

Ensemble

Alto Flute
Saxophone (sop/alto/bar)
Piano
Percussion:
crotales (or glockenspiel), bass drum, tenor drum, suspended cymbal, drum kit, vibraphone

Tape



PERFORMANCE NOTES

The score is written at actual pitch.

The validity of accidentals lasts for one bar and is limited to those notes that lie on the same line or space respectively, but natural
signs and extra accidentals have been included in places for clarity.

All trills are diatonic unless otherwise indicated.

There are 16 tape samples labelled [A]-[P]. These should be triggered by a sound engineer, with any indicated dynamics controlled
with a fader to suit the balance and acoustic of the venue.

Any dynamic markings on the tape part require the engineer to adjust levels live.

A reverb unit, allowing live manual adjustment of the amount of reverb applied to the tracks, is also required. Cross-fade function also
required.

Amplification and electronic balancing of instruments may also be used.



VOCAL NOTATION

The ‘libretto’ is limited to |3 vowel sounds and |0 diphthongs and the journey between these sounds as the mouth changes shape.

Vowels
I.ee/[i] as in 'seem’ )
2.ih /] as in 'sit Diphthongs

I.|ax| as in ‘light’
2.[9U] as in ‘low’
3.|au] as in ‘loud’
4.|19| as in ‘leer’

3.ay / [e] as in 'say’'
4.eh/[g] as in'let'
5.aa/[=] as in 'trap’

6.0 (forward/closed) / [D] as in ‘on’

7.ah (back/open) / [(] as in 'father’ >-|ed] as i.n !Jear,
S , 6.|U9| as in ‘lure
8.er /[3] as in 'heard g ,
e 7.|1U] as in ‘hideous
9.uh / [A] as in 'fun . \
T 8.|1a] as in ‘yard
10.aw / [0] as in 'ball ; ,
C 9. 29| as in follower
Il.oh/[o] asin'go 0 i ‘coalesce’
12. 86 / [U] as in ‘foot’ .|2a] as in ‘coalesce

13.00 / [u] as in 'boot’

A solid line centrally aligned travelling towards the next vowel or diphthong indicates an even and gradual transition from the starting sound to the destination sound. For
example, [al]—er means start with an ‘igh’-sounding diphthong and gradually change the mouth shape from the ‘ee’ sound to the ‘er’ sound.The notes will be tied or slurred.

Occasionally, slash marks (forward, /, or back, \) appear between two sounds.A forward slash indicates moving to the destination sound more quickly; the back slash indicates a
delay in the transition. For example, oo—/—uh__ means start with the ‘oo’ sound and quickly proceed towards the ‘uh’ sound. oo—\—uh__ means to hold off a little on the
arrival of the final ‘uh’ sound.

As demonstrated in the example above, held sounds are indicated in the usual way with a lower solid line (unless transitioning where the line will only appear at the beginning
of the transition).

Where it is written ‘[ad lib]’ in place of lyrics (e.g. mm. 354-363), these voices should choose vowel sounds (but not diphthongs) freely and change regularly until written
vowels reappear again.

Where consonants occasionally appear—usually as semi-pitched breaths or rolled ‘r’ sounds—they are written in square brackets under cross noteheads (e.g.‘[h] in m.51 ).
The voices should use a little to moderate amount of vibrato as preferred, but ‘molto vibrato’ should be used rarely (only as required to sustain a note or to create a
quasi-tremolo if the notation suggests this).



PROGRAMME NOTE

FLUX is intended to be an immersive, 360-degree experience with body-painted performers, dynamic
staging elements, and a spatialised sound system augmenting the four singers’ and ensemble’s performance
to create a hypermedial, cross-disciplinary, ‘vocalic’ (vowel-only) opera. It is an experiment with definitions
of performance, sound, and space through abstraction and linguistic primitivism. It should amplify emotion

and action over spoken language, deconstructing language’s original purpose. It is a contemporary realisation
of intercultural connectedness that reimagines, disrupts, and expands verbal communication as a cultural
barrier, and explores the theatricality of a more elementary body-voice relationship.
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a tempo

poco accel..

poco rall.
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Hold for as long as possible
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